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WHAT I DON'T KNOW ABOUT WILSON AND HUGHES
Bv ROBERT C BENCHLEY Oirtoons h\ WILL CRAWFORD
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BEING over twenty-one, and hav-
to the satiafa.

pf cer, who is also
flve worda from the
e in thf ( onal it *

Statea, I am what ia
i "legal voter." Upon mo. and

..._...
.¦ ra, ia conferred the privi-

_- a President to preaide
ny of the country for four

eaJ> sion ontailinjr more tha-.
sibility. What do I know

to mumbled in ti-.
-. . their power are

-.en openly and with con-

\-ictior.. enhanced in style and fortified
;n rje ia by quotations from edi-

. and special afticles on "Hughes:
the Man," oi "Wilson: the Statesman."
Almost all of us have decided on the
iucky .-andidate. I admit that I have.

THE V/RITER OF THESE LINES
TAKES AN INVENTORY OF

HIS MENTAL STOCK.

Ar.'i yet an analyaia of the wealth oi
::ct. from which I have drawn this de-
ttfon, a decision worth one predous
*ote on a question of serious importance.
:¦ alarming enough to start a panic in

il circles. I am not proud. I will
se all that I know about the tw<

Presidential candidate?. In so doing I
.vill not consult newspaper files or Read-

Hand Books. neither will I make
lt more ignorant than I am. I
- it down what I actually know

ect.

By way of autobiography. let me -.-.-

; have been to college. and that I
read at ieast three newspapers a day and
.ret afl far as the third article in each

eekly digests. I also look at

rea in the Engliah illustrated
apkliea.
Mr. Hughes. _s the .hallpnger. comes

nder the pitiless !ens of my politi¬
cal perception.

I have heard of Mr. Hughes for *_

many years ar.d alwaya has he
-poken of favorably. I once heard

the aon of Mr. Barnes, of Albany. com-

plain that Governor Hughei had inter*
fered with "the manly sport of horae-
racing," but I can hardly aay that this
broke the continuity of Mr. Hughes's

record in my estimation. I think
4.f him as a "good man."
Of the insurance investigation in

which his name first became famous 1
remember none of the details. except
that he found things in a bad way and
did something draatic. If somebody
..hould cont ront me with the aaaertion,
made with any ahow of authority. that
Mr. Hughes had really nothing to do
v th the insurance investigation. I could
do nothing but concede the point.

THE WRITER DISCLOSES HIS IN-
MOST REASONS FOR THINK-
ING WELL OF MR. HUGHES.

Of his administration as Governor oi

Vork I have no clear-cut imprea-
except that it was generally con*

I that he was ".. iovernor.'
I was not a reaident of New York State
... thf time. and my viewa on Governor
Hughea v n rmed from current car-

d spe< ial articles, only the
fainteal n of which I still re-

tain.
Durinjr Th-'' period between his G

rahip and his retirement from th.
bench I shared in an echoing way thal
general undertone of opinion that
"Hughea WOUld make a good man for

ident it' he would run." The rei

..ns for this belief I never stopped to
define, but I found myself contributing

THE
PEOPLE'S CHOICE

.'...

lt as a gem of personal conversation to
any political convention.that ia, ui

some one else contributed it first. It
.eerned to be almost a truism. the reply
to which was. "That's right. but I don't
believe he'll ever run"; B statement
which also went unchallenged.
Of Mr. Hughes's record as a Supremi

Court Justice I know nothing. excepi
that he behaved in an orderly manner

in the court room and was never under
suspicion of receiving a bribe. I do not

know the decision*. behind which hf
-tood, neither do I know those against
which he dissented. I remember once

reading of a caae in which Juatice
Hughea'fl name was mentioned editorial-
ly as either concurring or dissenting. I
forge! which. and I thought at the time
that here was an indication of how he
felt on the aubject of something or other
as a whole. It is unfortunate that I do
not remember what the iaaue in the
waa.

So. when it came time to accept Mr.
Hughes as the Republican candidate I
was faced with my ready-made convic-
tion that he "would make a goodman for
President if he would run," a convii
aa has been shown. based on not hii":

convincing than ia my general im-
preasion that Kitchener waa a »ilenl
man. or that the climate of California
is delightful. I never having been weat
ot Duluth. F.T all I knew. or for all I
know at this moment. Mr. Hughes has

an entirely opposite theory of life and
government to that which I hav.' pain-
fully evolved aa my own.

From Mr. Hughes's eampaign apeeche.
I have gleaned but little. I learn
h<> is in favor of America a< an inatil
tion, and I fear that he ia also in favor

.' .. as a rampaign slogan. From tl
hinta he has dropped from time to time
ii, his tour I gather that he doefl no

think tha- Mr. Wflaon has handled af-
faira well, bul 1 can find no atatemenl
of how he himself would have handled
ihem. other than th" more or lesa gen-
. ra! promise that he would have handled
them more satisfactorily.

In short. BO far as I personally ran

bring to mind. there ia nothing about
Mr. Hughes which eapecially recora-

menda him to my vote for President. e\-

cept that feeling which recommended a

.ertain brand of yarn to my grand-
mother. inspirod because "th" adwrtis- -

menta apeak ao highly of it."
This. added to the fad that Mr.

Hughes ia a member of the national t'ra-

ternity to which I belong, makes him. by
a ahade, my choice for President.

In considering Mr. Wilson I am not
so much in the dark as regards actual

accomplishments. but. owing to an abys-
mal ignorance of their real ..igr.it.car.> a

and actual workings, my opinion of their

value ia on . par with my opinion of the
value of the new anemometer inatalled
on the roof of th- Weather Bureau.

I remember that when Mr. Wilaon
first became President I felt that he

take in appointing .Mr. Red*
.'.' Id aa Secretary of Commerce over Mr.
Brandeia. I knew nothing against Mr.
Redfield, but I didn't like his looks. and
I did approve of Mr. Brandeia, and for
much the same reasons that I approve

t Mr. Hughes.
Furthermore. I had heard from vari-

ircea :' Mr. Wilaon'a unpleasant-
neaa at Princeton, and. although I waa

lutely ignorant of the issues in tha'
academic feud, I conaidered that he was

in the wrong and that he was a ven

self-willed and disagreeable sort of per-
son.

The tirst tw< an f hia Adminiatra-
tion. however. did much to find favor for
him in my eyea He went about revis-
ing the tariff as he had promised. and,
in an incredibly short time, .1- *he legis-
lative snail fliea, he had it r<" iaed. I an

remember nn particular schedules in the
bill that aeemed wise or otherwise to me

I was living at the time in Massa-
chuaetta, where I saw -t.rong men weep
'hen diacuaaing the question and heard
anathemaa again.-t Mr. Wilaon aa r

>nt as the newsboy.'
iside from the impreasion

there had been nothing to equal ;t
.¦ tho greal amallpo.. epidemic

-17. the LTnderwood tariff waa nothing
to me ?han the curiing sheet. of

parchment repreaented in the eart.

And. in secret leal I loae my position
with the rnanufacturing houae, I liked
thi expedition with which it had bern

Mr. Wilaon -aid that he would ni

with your kind attention, :ix up the
banking syatem, and h* proceeded to ?':.<
it up. Here I am even more in the dark
than on the tariff, for I know nothing
about banking and nothing about the
Federal Resen e ¦r that il
tablished some Federal Reserve Banks,
over one n\ whieh a friend of my
.ather. waa appointed. But I cour.'

that move as one in Mr. Wilaon'a favor.
Then a Federal Trade Board wa<

promised. and a Federal 1 ra.;.- Board
aa reated I think that I have the

title correctly? I cannot think of an>-
thing that th-1 Federal Trade Board haa
none. but I gueafl that it is \ good thing.
i.r I should have h.-ard aome one com-

plaining abou'
Then can:*^ the war and Mexico. Per-

hnps here I am not fairly representativ.
of the averag* voter, who 1 la his chief
argument againat Mr. Wilaon in this
period of "national disgra.-e." I have
not found in the Preaident'a course, ,ac*

illating as it sometimes seemed. I ifl
cient stimulus to arouae in me a reaolve
tn turn him out of office. Neither do L
?hink that in it he has put forward his
hief proof of fitneaa. I have not winceo
inder the inaulta to our national hon<r

-.. much as have some. Neither wai I
moved to take twelve hours in passing a

r*niewing .and aa a rebuke tn Mr. Wil-
lon'fl delay in arming the nation. Per¬
haps I hav.* had more sympathy with

hia haiuiJi::;; of the Mexican situation.
becauae I realize that his courae, with
al] i. n ind hedging, ii almost

i tly the course that I teel I should
have followed had I been eont'ronted
with the problem. This ifl not mean!
praise for the course. It explains why
! am not enraged at Mr. Wilson.

THE WRITER RELIEVES HIS MIND
ON THE SUBJECT OF DEMO¬
CRATIC APPOINTMENTS.

In the matter of appointments I con-

...ier that the Administration has fallen
down. I have heard ever SO many people

10, and. at times. I have worked out

T'xamples of it. I do not recollect a hoflt
of them at present, but, it preaeed,
would name Meaara. Bryan. Sharp and
Pindel. Tho laat named was never really
an appointee. as I remember. but threa'.-
ened. As a matter of fact. I know oi no

reason why he shouldn't have made all

excellent diplomat. except tor the facl
that the papers made considerable jeet-
ing over the fact that he came fron1
Peoria, makin;? posaible the aUiterativa?
gibe: "Mr. Pindel of Peoria." Th.

as bad.
Aa for Mr. Sharp. I indii

ment of him on the testirm i eral
Americana iRepublican*) who have
lived in Paris. and who say that Mr.
Sharp' -> corn mand of Frenrh is n< *

linished a* that of Meaara. Baeon and

Herrick.
And Mr. Bryan.well, everybody ad-

mits that his appoinTnent was a mis¬
take. and that ho filled the service with
"deaerving Democral

Thua, my chief eomplaint against the
Wilson Administration is its appoint-
menta. If I were working up a debate
! could probably unearth more pcoofa to
back up this accusation. But. as I am

merely going to east a vote. I will let
it go at that.

In the recent "high-handed" (all three

papers that I read called it "high-hand¬
ed") action in regard to the eight hour
law I Bomehow feel that something was

wrong again with Mr. Wilaon. I would
liken his attitude in thia matter to hia
attitude in the Princeton affair. if I
knew what his attitude in the Princeton
affair was. And if I continue to hear
from all sides the condemnation of this
bill that I ha\e so far heard. I shall have

ihift the major count against Mr.
Wilson from appointments to this "high-
handed" action against the railroads and
the principle of arbitration. Also I shall
have to read the bill.

FINALLY. THE WRITER SUMS UP
WHAT HE KNOWS AND

WHAT HE DOESNT

This brings the issue down to the fol¬
lowing points: On the one hand. Mr.
Wilson. who has accomplished many
things. the value of which I am unable
to judge: who has made mistakes which
I am not sure are mistakes. and who has
committed some grave errors. many of
which I cannot remember at the mo-

rr.ent.
on the other hand. there ia Mr.

Hughes, whose actual accompUahmenta
and real viewa are an unknown quantity
to me. but who has alwaya been spoken
well of and who is a member of my fra-
ternity. Furthermore. I know his son

-lightly.
I had. therefore. decided to vote for

Mr. Hughes. but. fortunately. perhaps,
.or the integrity of our electoral system.
I find that I have not lived long enough
in this state to be entitled to vote at all
Ln November. And. by the time the
next Presidential election comes 'round,
I will have made it a point to look more

carefully into the situation.
Or. better yet, I mav be running for

President myself.
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